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The organisers were having tough time keeping out
unwanted leaders from the Stage and many a times they were
seen pleading to get them off the Stage in the name of
maintaining the dignity of the Kurmis. At one time a Minister of

state who was supposed. to be staunch supporter
of Bihar CM was not at all allowed to inter into the main

spectrum. The Times of India
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The crowed which started pouring "in largely a
d:scrphned crowd raising slogans on chharapati Shivajee and
Sardar Patel. Rarely was a slogan in support of an individual

political leader. : ‘The Times of India
L2 e e e L e e s e R e R I e R R L e S L

The 'maharally' was the culmination of a historical
process of the creation of a peasant caste-class identity and -
which, in the present context, even seeks to transcend that
identity and get into other 'modern' occupations.

The Times of India
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The Sunday Times of India
Patna, 13 Feb. 1st Page
Kurmi Leaders call for share in power.

The massive state level Kurmi Chetna Maharally
organised ended on a Sour note. Enranged at the mention of
the name of the Bihar Chief Minister, Mr. Laloo Prasad Yadav,
and the suggestion of independent M.L.A. Mr. Madhu Singh
that the C.M. has been a prime works of unity among
the backward castes in the state, the Kummi youths forced
the organisers to stop midway the speech of Mr. Singh.

, The irate youth calmed after Mr. Singh apologised
for mentioneing the name of the Chief Minister. The Kummi
Maharally had been organised to parade the collective
strength of the Kurmi, piqued as they have been by the
recent policies of the Chief Minister with regard to the
resarvation for the Kurmis. i ' ;
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The Message

The message conveyed by the rallyists was clear
cut : that their drive should not fall short of grabbing the
power in the state eapital. In effect they indicated that the
Bihar Chief Minister, Mr. Yadav had ingored their coilective
aspirations. E

But for the present the Kurmis appeared to have
been inbued with the brew that " they alone could decide
which of the backward leader could rule Bihar and none could
doso at the cost of Kurmis,"

The Times of India, Patna, February 16 (News Analysns)
By Arvinda N. Das

The maha-rally of Kurmis held in Patna's Gandhi
Maidan last week. represented a qualitative stop in the
process of forging on ethnic identity based on a peasant
caste configuration that is seen to spread across northen
and western India. It also signalled that the configuration
has now attained self-confidence to seek to play a dominant
role in national politics. Indeed, the maharally has added
"~ a new bilingual term to political dnscourse in both English
and Hind:.

1 he rally was addressed by a galaxy of leaders cutting across
party lines: C.P.I, Janta Dal, BJP, VHP and Congress politicians
belohging fo Kurml caste vied wnh each other in asserting their |a!te
identity.

No'slogans were raised agalnst upper castes or aganist any
other castes.
The Hindustan Times, Patna, Feb. 20 Sunday Speclal
By.Amitabh Baxi and Anil Kumar - Head Line -
Kurm: out to Carve a niche for themselves.

Kurmis today stand as a force to reckon with. Andif the
tone:and teinor:witnessed at the recently held mamoth Kurmi Chetna
Mabharally is any indication, the caste is one to carve a niche for
themselves in the bastion of Mr. Laloo Prasad Yadav

A caste with a glorious trade time which provided able :
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and effective ledership to the country in the past they indeed form an
important part of, the intellectual class.

However, their! affluence and ‘inclusive’ in the list of
resarvation they are also undergoing a metamorphosis. An otherwise
peaceful and humble caste the Kurmis have finally thrown the

- gauntled to the power that be demanding among other things a
propomonate representation in power sharmg to remove in
impediments in their development.

Kurmi Chetna Maharally in Patna has signalled that this
formidable intermediary caste has woken up to shake off its hither to
_role of playing the second fiddle to the rulers.

The So called social justice principle of the present goverment
is a great hoax. Is the Laloo move to forge a Muslim-Yadav-Harijan
(MYH) combination not a total denial of the importance of Kurmis,
the most dominant caste among the backward community.

. The deep-rooted conspiracy has been halched to leave
behind Kurmis who are viewed as the main cointendrs for power by the
Yadava by virtue of their being comparatively more educated

The Hindu dt, 13 Febuary, 94 - ;
Head Line - Kurmis Exhibit might. £

The Kurmis:affiuent caste and a farming community staged
amassive rally at the sprawlling Gandhi Maidan which turned out to be
a record breaking congregation. Never before Patna had witnessed
such a huge turn out filling up not only the entire Maidan but also all
the peripheral roads.

Ostensibly the main purpose of the rally was to signal the
breaking away of the Kurmis from the ruling Janata Dal.
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